
The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Special Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Tuesday, November 1, 1938 at 8;30 R.M. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order. 

A short recess was declared. 

The meeting reconvened at 8:45 k.M. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present 
being Councilmen: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell and 
Tolson. Absent: Councilmen: None. 

Clerk Bartlett read the call of the meeting, being fl for 
the purpose of considering the action taken by the Director 
of Public Safety Stroh in suspending two regular members of the 
Fire Department, and taking such action necessary in regard to 
the matter." 

Clerk Bartlett then read a communication from Director of 
Public Safety Stroh, advising that he had suspended Engineer 
J.J. Benner and Captain A.D. Stevenson of the Fire Department 
for a period of thirty days commencing Sunday, October 30, 1938 
without compensation for the following reasons: 

~
ll Insubor~ination 
2 Fighting while on duty and 
3 Leaving the fire station without permission. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the action of the Director 
of Public Safety be ratified. Councilman McGuire seconded the 
motion, which was carried by the follovdng roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell and 
Tolson. NOES: COUNDILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

At 8:50 A.M., upon motion of Councilman McGuire, seconded 
by Councilman Hitchcock, the meeting adjourned. 

M¥yoro theCity of Torrance 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance 

Torrance, California 
November 9, 1938 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
. Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance 
California, on Wednesday evening, November 9, 1938 at 7:45 ~.M. 

Mayor To;l.son called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present 
being Councilmen: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. 
Absent: CounCilmen: None. 

Councilman Hi tchco;ck moved that the minutes af a regular 
meeting held October 25,1938 and of a Special Meeting held 
November 1, 1938 be approved as written. Councilman McGuire 
seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication was read from the Torrance Tovmsend Club 
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#1, expressing appreciation for cooperation of the City in 
connection with the To~nsend Rally held October 20, 1938. 
Filed. 

A communication was read from The National Business and 
Professional Women of Torrance, thanking the City for use of 
the auditorium and for cooperation in making their fashion 
show of October 28, 1938 a success. 

A communication was read from A.C. Golden, 1021 Cravens 
Avenue, thanking the City, the street and fire departments for 
cooperation in removing trees. 

A communication was read from Mrs, Lela Gonner, asking 
that the City of Torrance present the Perrry Avenue School with 
the bass violin, property of the City of Torrance, now in 
possession of Torrance Musicians SOCiety, Inc. 

Attorney McCall reported that the persons in possession 
of the instrument had consented to restore it to the City this 
week. Referred to the Police Department and City Attorney. 

A communication was read from the Parent-Teacher Association 
of Fern Avenue School, urging that a recreation center be made 
available for children on the west side of the City. Referred 
to Dale Riley, Recreation Department. 

A communication was read from the Torrance Ghamber of 
Commerce, asking an appropriation of funds for purchase of 
match packets imprinted with pictures of the civic buildings 
as means of publicizing/the City of Torrance to visitors. 
The idea was approved as an excellent one. 

Councilman McGuire moved that the Chamber of Commerce 
appropriate funds from the Chamber of Commerce allocation for 
this purpose. Councilman Hitchcock seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Hitchcock, McGUire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read from The Walteria Promotional 
Educational GUild, requesting an appropriation of $50.00 for 
Walteria playground Christmas program. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that $50.00 be appropriated for 
recreational and playground Christmas program at Walteria. 
Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGUire, 
Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read from Clifford F. Reid, requesting 
the installation of a stop sign on the north side of Camino De 
Las Colinas (corner Camino de Las Celinas and Via Monte D'Oro 
in Hollywood Riveira) 

J.H. Stroh, Director of Public Safety, advised that an 
investigation had been made and the Sign installed. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the installation of the 
stop sign be approved. Councilman McGuire seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the follwing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Hitchcock, MqGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read from the General Petroleum Corpora
tion of California, a pplying for a permit to construct an earthen 
reservoir for the storage of pitch, to be located approximately 
1549 feet westerl~ of Arlington Avenue and approxiamtely 650 feet of 
190th Street. 

After some discussion, at which time it was brought out 
that there are no buildings in that vicinity except those belong
~ng to the General Petroleum Corporation, Mr. R.I. Plomert, Jr. of 
General Petroleum Corporation, who was in the audience, stated 
that the reservoir will be surrounded. by a high mesh fence. 
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Clerk Bartlett presented and read in full: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1221 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ACCEPTING DEED FOR THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT NO. COVERING TID.: 
NORTHEASTERLY 2 FEET OF LOTS 8, 9, 10, 11 AND 
12 OF TRACT 8766 FROM THE INDUSTRIAL HOUSn~G 
OORPORATION. 

Counoilman Powell moved that Resolution No.1221 be adopted. 
Councilman Murray seconded the motion, whioh was carried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchoock, McGuire, 
Murra~f.M~well and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
C OUNe : None. 
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Councilman Hitchcock moved that the request be granted. 
Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from V.G. Barlow, applying for a 
pool and billiard parlor license at 1673 Gravens Avenue. Referred 
to the Police Department for recommendation at the ' next meeting. 

A communication was read from Dominguez Land Corporation" 
requesting the removal \/ithin thirty days of the Girl Scout 
building on Lot 14, Block 24, Torrance Tract, Dominguez Land 
Corporation property, stating the property had been sold . 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that the building be moved to 
the water department1s lot on Madrid Avenue and that light and 
sewer connections be made. Councilman Murray seconded the 
motion, which was carried by the follo 'dng roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSm~T: COUNCILMEN: None. 

A communication was read from the State of California 
Department of Public Works, together with a tabulation showing 
the apportionment of October, 1938 quarterly payment of the 1/4-
cent gas tax allocation. Presented as a matter of record. 

A communication was read from the State of California 
DiviSion of Highways, recommending that painted crosswalk and 
pedestrian approach warnings be placed on Hawthorne Boulevard 
at its intersection with 182nd Street; that a Code W3lR Cross 
Road Sign, costing $19.40 be erected facing southbound traffic 
in advance of this intersection north of the vertical curve 
northerly of the intersection. . 

Clerk Bartlett stated he had also received a request from 
Perry Avenue School for a safety zone mark in front of the school. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that these requests be granted. 
CounCilman McGuire seconded the motion, which was carried by 
the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, 
McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett read a resolution of the City Council 
expressing sorrow at the death of Dr. J.S. Lancaster of Torrance 
and extending sympathy to Mrs. Mildred Lancaster and family. 

Councilman Hitchcock, moved that the Resolution be adopted. 
CounCilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read in full: 

RESOLUTION NO~1222 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE REQUESTING THAT 
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS 
DECLARE CERTAIN STREETS TO BE OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE 
AND ELIGIBLE FOR EXPENDITURE OF l/4-CENT GAS TAX 
FUNDG. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Re solution No. 1222 be. approved. 
CounCilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMENr Hitchcock,McGuire, 
Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett opened sealed bids for a business type coupe 
automobile to be used by J.H. Stroh, Director of Public Safety. 

COMPANY 

Torrance Auto Sales Company 
1420 Cabrillo Avenue 

BID 

$1,056.25 without overdrive in
cluding Sales Tax and excise tax 
deducted. $60.00 additional for 
overdrive. 



Mullin's Motor 
Border & Torrance Boulevard $1,043.30 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that bids be referred' to the Fire 
and Police Department Committees for investigation and action. 
Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which Vias car r ied by the 
following 'roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, 
Murray, Powell and Tolson. NO ES : COUNCILMEN: None • .A:ESENT::: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

Acting Engineer Young reported receipt of the project 
proposal for the archeological survery, stating t ha t s ignatures 
of the City Clerk and City Engineer are required. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved tha t Acting Engineer Young and 
City Clerk Bartlett be authorized t o s i gn the proposal after it 
has been approved the the City Attorney~ Councilman Murray 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Mur r ay, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN : None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Attorney McCall reported that the Pacific Electric Railway 
Company will give clear title to their right of way mn Torrance 
}.3oulevard for $1,OOO.OD; he also stated that they will escrow the 
matter through a local bank provided the city pays escrow charges. 

The cost of removing the present railroad track and over
head trolley from the right of way will be not to exceed $975.00. 

After some discussion, Councilman Hitchcock moved t hat the 
City Attorney be authorized to proceed with the escrow on the 
purchase of t he title and upon completion of same, the City of 
Torrance agrees to appropriate $975.00 from 1/4-cent gas tax 
funds for clearing the property of Pacific Elec t ric Railway 
Company equipment. . 

Councilman McGuire seconded the 
the following roll call vote: AYES: 
McGUire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

motion, which was carried by 
COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 

The question arose at this time as to whether or . not t he 
fire equipment should go outside the City limits. Director of 
Public Safety Stroh stated he had been asked by Mr. Ben . 
Lingenfelter to find out the attitude of the Council in 
connection with this matter. 

Mr. Lingenfelter asked that the council go on record as 
disapproving the fire equipment going outside the city limits 
unless the City is reimbursed therefor. His purpose in doing 
this is to present a letter to that effect to the City Council 
of Los Angeles in an effort to obtain fire protection of some 
kind for Shoestring Strip (Los Angeles City). It is hoped that, 
through this action, the City of Los Angeles will either 
reimburse the City of Torrance when they go into Shoestring Strip 
on calls, or provide the Strip with protection through their own 
fire department. 

After some diSCUSSion, Councilman Hitchcock moved that the 
City Council go on record as not favoring ~a~ going outside the 
City of Torrance city limits with fire equipment unless the City 
is reimbursed for expenditure in connection with each outside 
call, and that the City Clerk be authorized to give Mr. 
Lingenfelter a letter to that effect. 

Councilman McGuire seconded the motion, which was carried 
unamimously . 

Councilman Murray moved that the building at 2708 Carson 
Street be rented for recreational purposes, at $20.00 per month. 
Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was carried by 
the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, 
McGUire , Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Powell reported t hat Mrs. Ral s ton would like a 
permit to move an old unfinished building from Arlington Street 
adjacent to the MuniCipal Park to a location on Santa Fe 
property. 
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Clerk Bartlett stated he had talked with Mrt Ralson and 

found that she was not financially able to finish the building 
to comply with the building ordinance and therefore a permit 
could not be issued. 

Councilman McGuire reminded the City Council of the Los 
Angeles County League of Municipalities meeting to be held 
November 17, ~~a at the Civic Auditorium. 

Councilman McGuire presented an exhaustive four months' 
budget record of the Torrance Municipal Water District No. 1 
which was not read in full. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $100.00 be made for alley repair material. Councilman 
McGuire seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, 
Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Councilman Hitchcock read an estimate of resurfacing costs 
on streets of major importance in the City of Torrance. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

HESOLUTION NO. 1223 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF TORRMCE APPROVING 
PROJECT STATEMENT NO. 2 BUDGETING THE EXPENDITURE 
OF 1/4-¢ GAS TAX FUNDS FOR STREETS OF MAJOR 
IMPORTANCE. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved that Resolution No. 1223 be 
adopted. Councilman McGuire seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the fo~lowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCIL
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
$80.00 'be made for Christmas tree lights. Councilman Murray 
seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell 
and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Tolson moved that lights be purchased for decorating 
the two trees at the east end of El Prado Park, at a cost of 
not to exceed $50.00. CounCilman McGuire seconded the motion, 
which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN; None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Joel Hagberg thanked the Council for appropriation of 
$50.00 for Walteria Christmas program. He then asked that the 
dog license ordinance be rescinded, stating that the system of 
collections is poorly handled and that it is unfair to 
require people to pay dog licenses, especially when the animals 
are kept on private property. He also asked the return of 
the $10.00 fine he paid for failure to comply with the 
ordinance and the $3.00 for the dog license he paid after the 
judgement was rendered. 

CounCilman Hitchcock moved that this matter be referred to 
the committee for action, which failed to carry for want of a 
second. 

Councilman Hitchcock moved all bills properly audited be 
paid. Councilman McGuire seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock, 
McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILM&1: None. 

At 9:06 P.M., upon motion of Councilman McGuire, seconded 
by Councilman Hitchcock, th@ m~eting adjourned. 

tZ74~ 
City Clerk of the City of Eorrance 



Approved: ~ . 
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Mayo?' of the City of Torrance 

MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Torrance, California 
November 17, 1938 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Special Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Thursday, November 17, 1938 at 11:00 A.M. 

Mayor Tolson called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present 
being Councilmen: Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. 
Absent: Councilmen: None. 

The Motor Vehicle Department having possession of the Council 
Chamber, Councilman Hitchcock, moved that the meeting adjourn 
to the committee room for further deliberation. Councilman 
Murray seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Hitchcock, McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. 
Clerk Bartlett and Attorney McCall took their respective 
positions in the committee room. 

Attorney McCall read the call of the meeting, being "for 
the purpose of considering the alleged failure of Luther W. 
Andrews to comply with the terms of the garbage contract 
between the City of Torrance and Luther W. Andrews, and any 
other matter or alleged breach pertaining thereto." 

Upon the question as to what violation had occured, amd 
as to the status of the case, Clerk Bartlett explained that Mr. 
Andrews had failed to provide a surety bond satisfactory to the 
City Council in accordance with the contract between Luther 
Andrews and the City of Torrance. 

Attorney McCall read Paragraph 3 Page 2 of the garbage 
contract. 

There was a long period of discussion, during, which time 
it was disclosed that Mr. Andrews had never provided a bond 
satisfactory to the City Council. 

Attorney McCall explained that a surety bond in the penal 
sum of $1,000.00 is specifically required according to the 
terms of the contract; that the City may serve Mr. Andrews with 
notice of intention to terminate the contract within three days 
from receipt of said notice unless the terms of the contract 
are complied with; that if Mr. Andrews still fail;:; to provide 
the bond at the end of three days, the contract shall be 
terminated. 

Councilman Powell moved that the City Clerk be authorized 
to serve notice on Mr. Luther W. Andrews that unless he posts 
with the City of Torrance a surety bond satisfactory to the City 
of Torrance in the penal sum of $1,000~00 within three days from 
receipt of said notice, that the contract entered into by Mr. 
Andrews and the City of Torrance on the first day of August, 
193.8, will be terminated and cancelled. 

Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIIiliillN: Hitchcock, 
McGuire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcock suggested that the type of bond which 
will be satisfactory to the City Council and which will provide 
the City with necessary protection in a case of this kind be 
agreed upon. : 
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